
PSALM THOUGHT
55



What’s this all about?

• Psalms is the most referenced O/T book in the N/T

• The collection of Psalms spans 963yrs

• From Moses to Ezra

• Each of the Psalms has a purpose 

• Each of the Psalms has a message

• 1 Corinthians 14:26 “……when ye come together, every one of you 
hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an 
interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.”



Psalm 55

• A Psalm of David – one of 76 attributed to him

• Is a Psalm of desperate prayer for deliverance 

– most likely at the time of the rebellion of Absalom.  

• Is divided into 3 basic themes

1. An opening petition and the Psalmists despair

2. The indignation towards the conspiracy and conspirators

3. A return to faith and the knowledge of Gods deliverance



THE STORY

Not actually Absalom

Absalom returns to the 

Kingdom after being 

banished

He proceeds to win the hearts of the people – (2 Samuel 15)

“Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man which hath any suit or 

cause might come unto me, and I would do him justice!
5 And it was so, that when any man came nigh to him to do him obeisance, he put 

forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him.”

40 years!

Launches a rebellion against his Father from 

Hebron – David's chief councillor joins 

Absalom

David evacuates Jerusalem and 

Absalom invades



• Hear us

• Be near to us

• Help us

AN OPENING PETITION (vs 1-3)

Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide 
not thyself from my supplication.

2 Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn 
in my complaint, and make a noise;

3 Because of the voice of the enemy, 
because of the oppression of the wicked: 
for they cast iniquity upon me, and in 
wrath they hate me.



Fightings without and Fears within (Vs 4-8)

4 My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors 
of death are fallen upon me.

5 Fearfulness and trembling are come upon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me.

6 And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for 
then would I fly away, and be at rest.

7 Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in the 
wilderness. Selah.

8 I would hasten my escape from the windy storm 
and tempest.

1. Anxiety

2. Terror

3. Fear

4. Horror

“harmless as Doves” 

(matt 10:16)

“aspire to lead a quiet life” 

(1 thess 4:11)

The wilderness was often David's escape



Disgust & Indignation (Vs 9-15)

9 Destroy, O Lord, and divide their tongues: for 
I have seen violence and strife in the city.

10 Day and night they go about it upon the walls 
thereof: mischief also and sorrow are in the 
midst of it.

11 Wickedness is in the midst thereof: deceit and 
guile depart not from her streets.

Curse of Babel

Cause of the Flood



Betrayal (Vs 9-15)

12 For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I 
could have borne it: neither was it he that hated me
that did magnify himself against me; then I would 
have hid myself from him:

13 But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance.

14 We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto 
the house of God in company.

15 Let death seize upon them, and let them go down 
quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, 
and among them.

31 And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is 

among the conspirators with Absalom. And 

David said, O Lord, I pray thee, turn the counsel 

of Ahithophel into foolishness.

Could be Absalom

Or 

Ahithophel referred to 

here



The Betrayal of Ahithophel

2 Samuel 17

Moreover Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Let me now 
choose out twelve thousand men, and I will arise and 
pursue after David this night:

2 And I will come upon him while he is weary and weak 
handed, and will make him afraid: and all the people 
that are with him shall flee; and I will smite the king 
only:

3 And I will bring back all the people unto thee: the man 
whom thou seekest is as if all returned: so all the people 
shall be in peace.

4 And the saying pleased Absalom well, and all the 
elders of Israel.



The Judas connection

John 13
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but 

that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 

with me hath lifted up his heel against me.
19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to 

pass, ye may believe that I am he.

Psalm 41
9 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I 

trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted 

up his heel against me.

Psalm 55
12 For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it 

he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from 

him:
13 But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance.



God is faithful, Man is not (vs 16-23)

16 As for me, I will call upon 
God; and the LORD shall save 

me.

18 He hath delivered my soul in 
peace from the battle that was 

against me: for there were 
many with me.

17 Evening, and morning, and 
at noon, will I pray, and cry 
aloud: and he shall hear my 

voice.



God is faithful, Man is not (vs 16-23)

19 God shall hear, and afflict them, even he that abideth of 
old. Selah. Because they have no changes, therefore they fear 
not God.

20 He hath put forth his hands against such as be at peace with 
him: he hath broken his covenant.

21 The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war 
was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they 
drawn swords.

Wickedness

Deceit

Guile

Proof of vs11



God is faithful, Man is not (vs 16-23)

22 Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he 
shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved.

23 But thou, O God, shalt bring them down 
into the pit of destruction: bloody and 
deceitful men shall not live out half their 
days; but I will trust in thee.

Psalm 37
23 The steps of a good man are 

ordered by the LORD: and he 

delighteth in his way.
24 Though he fall, he shall not be 

utterly cast down: for the LORD

upholdeth him with his hand.



Psalm 55

• Is a great Psalm to remember when we are facing times of Fear, 
Terror or Stress

• Remember that in all things God is faithful and the source of 
comfort

Jeremiah 33:3

3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and 
mighty things, which thou knowest not.


